ay 


aw 
cal eas 
LR eT 


Carter Brown 
Mibrarn 


QAromm Universite 


aa att. Je 


R E P O R ae 


OF THE 


SebeGeh res ACR Y or WAR 


ON FORTY-SEVEN 
Paeeret for O WV. S. 


1793+ 


Published by order of the Houde of Seeprrcsentatives 


PRINTED BY CHILDS AND SWAINE. 


——  . ———— 


An alphabetical Lift of the Names of the Petitioners. 


7 page * page 
HENRY Bacon - ; - 8 Zebulon Jones, agent for Bennet Gar- 

: rifon and Elizabeth his wife - 6 
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Ebenezer Kent - - 5 

Robert Byers - - zg 7 
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. Charles Lochman 5 : 6 
John Elliott and Abner Pryor © - 6 
_ Nathaniel Lucas - = » 6 
William Ellis ° . aes 
Michael M‘Clary : 2 5 
Mary Ennis - - - 6 
_ William Peake - “ 5 ny 
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| Margaret Flour SONS G* 
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John Fox. - 2 hoe ) 
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James Gray - . - 6 
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Jacob Hall : : pee 
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Dietrick Hartman (by his attorney 
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Eleanor Healy — - - 6 Benjamin Warren ~ Bafiso 5 
_ John Henderfon and Lydia Henderfon 6 John Wate “ - - 5 
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Hannah Holbrook se es 6 John Weaver » - aly: 
Thomas Hunt » - - 8 Abraham Whipple - = Jae 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 


FEBRURARY 8th, 1793. 


ee ae ee es a sac 


I HAVE the honor to fubmit to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, reports on the peti 
tions of Reuben Spencer, Samuel Farrar, Facob Hall, Ifaac Robertfon, Garret 
Fegan, William Peake, Ebenezer Kent, Benjamin Warren, Fafon Wate, Michael 
M‘Clary, William Ellis, Fames Simons, Nathaniel Lucas, “fames Gray, Eleanor) 
Healy, laac Ledyard, Charles Lochman, Sylvefter Springer, Yobn Elliot, Abner 
Pryor, Lydia Henderfon, ‘fobn Henderfon, William Haffal, Ann Harrold, Mar- 
garet Tour, Hannah ‘Halbreae ary Ennis, Elizabeth fones, Mary Kennedy, 


Bennet Garrifon, and Elizabeth his wife, Mary Carrol, ohn Weaver, Facob. 
Levan, Yaac Benjamin, Thomas Rees, Chriftian Coon, fen. William Thomas, Ro» 
bert Byers; Hance Bond, ohn Lefher, Dietrick Hartman, Thomas Hunt, Fobn | 
Fox, Henry Bacon, Nicholas Reib, Peter Perrit, Abraham Whipple, Samuel Chef~ 
ter, and Adrian Provaux. 
I have the honor to be 
2 with great refpect, 
Your moft obedient fervant, ! 


H. KN O &, Secretary of War. 


The Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
of the United States. | 
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The SecRETARY for the Department of War, to whom were referred the Petitions 
herein after enumerated, with inftructions to examine the fame, and report his 
opinion thereon,— 


RESPECTFULLY REPORTS, 


HAT the Petitioners, Reuben Spencer, Samuel Farrar, Jacob Hall, Ifaac Reuben Spen- 
Robertfon, Garret Fegan, and William Peake, are invalid penfioners of iil ae 

the United States, placed on the lift by the {tates to which they refpectively ieee 
belong, in purfuance of the ordinance of Congrefs of the 7th of June, 1786, bertfon, Gar- 
at fuch rates of penfion as each individual merited, according to the judgment Sani ys tele 
of the authorities appointed in each {fiate. : Page oe! 
penfion. 
‘The petitioners are now diflatisfied with the rates of their allowance or pen- 


fion, and refpectively pray for an augmentation thereof. 


Although it would feem that the penfions affigned to fome of the faid peti. 
tioners, are inferior to what their fituation required, and which the forrter 
refolves of Congrefs would have allowed, yet it is extremely difficult, and almoft 
impoflible, to judge of fuch penfions from the partial reprefentations of the 
petitioners. It would feem therefore the wifeft conduét to adhere to the de- 
cifion made by the former tribunals, where the petitioners had the opportunity 
of perfonally prefenting themfelves for examination. 


It isto be obferved, that any precedent of a revifion of a former decifion, 
and an encreafed allowance, would probably involve applications from all in- 
valids receiving a lels allowance than the higheft fum authorized. 


But if it fhould be the judgment of Congrefs that encreafed allowances to any 
invalids under fpecial circumftances ought to be admitted, yet it will be ne- 
ceflary to prevent abufe, that there be an actual infpeCtion of fuch invalids— 
to take place by the fame judges as have or may be appointed to judge of the 
admiffion of invalids not heretofore placed on the lift. 


DS Aaa 
if William Peake, one of the petitioners, receives five dollars per month, the 


higheft allowance provided for a non-commiffioned officer or private, and 
it therefore cannot be encreafed—He alfo produces an account for nurfes and 
other expences, the adjuftment and allowance of which are precluded by the 
refolves of limitation. 


That Ebenezer Kent, Benjamin Warren, Jafon Wate, Michael M‘Clary, E. Kent,Benj. 
William Ellis, and James Simons, were commiffioned officers in the late army Wren, Jafon 
" i ; 6 Wate, M. M‘- 

of the United States, and refigned their commiffions refpectively, before the Clary, W. El- 


conclufion of the war with Great Britain. lis, J. Simons, 
for commuta- 


The reafons which induced the faid petitioners to refign during the war ea ghaleyt 
are {tated in their refpective petitions, and which are brought forward to fup- 
port the object of their petitions, which is to obtain the half-pay or the com- 
mutation thereof ftipulated to the commiffioned officers, who fhould be con- 
tinued in fervice to the end of the war. 


Although the diftrefles and hardfhips fuftained by the families of the peti- 
tioners generally, were fuflicient caufes to induce a refignation, without in the 
leaft impeaching the patriotifm of the petitioners, yet they have no legal 


claim to the rewards ftipulated to the officers, who ferved to the end of the 


war, and of courfe the prayer of their petitions cannot be granted, confilt- 
ently with the decifions, which have uniformly heretofore been made in fimi- 
lar cafes. 


One of the petitioners, James Simons, has a claim for the depreciation of 
his pay, which he may obtain by applying tothe treafury of the United States. 
B 


N. Lucas, Jas. That the petitioners, Nathaniel Lucasand James Gray, were two commiffioned 
Gray, for the ~ 1 1 d prio ine to fuch of th fi 

ae officers, who were deranged prior to the act granting to fuch oi the otiicers of 
of the half-pay the late army half-pay for life, as fhould continue in fervice to the end ofthe war, 


pete! 2 or who were deranged by virtue of the acts of the 3d and 21ft of O&tober, 1780. 


The object of their petitions is to obtain the commutation of the half-pay, 
but they have no well founded claim to the rewards ftipulated to oflicers of ano- 
ther defcription, and their application for half pay is as inadmifhible as the be- 
fore recited ofiicers who refigned their commiflions. 


EleanorHealy That Eleanor Healy, formerly Eleanor Williams, ftates, that fhe was a 
nurfe in the general hofpital from the sth day of October, 1777, to the 1ft day 
of March, 1780, and that fhe has not been paid the fum ftipulated, being, as 
fhe afferts, four fhillings Pennfylvania currency per day. 


But it appears upon examination, that moft probably the has been paid the 
nominal fum due her to the time of her difcharge, excepting a certificate 
for the balance of feventy-fix dollars and forty-eight ninetieths of a dollar, 
which was paid her in 1787. 


It is probable however, that the petitioner was paid in the then depreciated 
paper currency, fhe having been difcharged prior to the 1oth of April, 1780, 
after which period the depreciation of the currency was made good. ‘The ob- 
je&t of her petition therefore cannot be granted, confiftently with the princi- 
ples eftablifhed relating to depreciation. 


Ifaac Ledyard ‘That Ifaac Ledyard ftates, that he was affiftant purveyor to the general hof- 
pital, and on the 23d day of July, 1782, he was deranged without the allow- 
ance of the commutation of half-pay for life, which was received by the pur- 
veyor. 


Officers of the  Lhat it appears by the refolve of Congrefs of the feventeenth day of Janua- 

hofpital, for ry,1781, making provifion for the hofpital department, that although the 

commutation. nuryeyor is mentioned, the affiftant purveyor is not inferted among the offi- 
cers of the hofpital department for half-pay, and of confequence the com- 
miffioners in fettling with the faid department, not having any authority in 
the cafe have declined iffuing the commutation to the petitioner, who now 
claims it, on the ground of its being an omiflion of the former Congrefs’s. 


That Charles Lochman and Sylvefter Springer, ftate that they were furge- 
Charles Loch- ; eas : 
man, Sylvefter ONS’ mates during the late war, that they fuffered great hardfhips and are re- 
Springer. duced to great diltrefs. 
It is prefumed the object of thefe petitions is to obtain half-pay—upon ex- 
amination it does not appear that any ftipulated pay or emolument is due. 


John Elliot, 


: ; . 
BL Rereryeu se Oke John Elliot and Abner Pryor were furgeons mates during thelate war, 


and pray for the commutation. 
Lydia Hender- That Lydia and John Henderfon, adminiftrators of Guftavus Henderfon, 


fon, john Hen- A 
Aoton. deceafed, who was a furgeon’s mate, alfo pray for commutation. 


Wm. Haffal. That William Haffal, a ftorekeeper in the hofpital department, whofe peti- 
tion was reported upon the 1{t day of June, 1790, alfo prays for commutation. 
On thefe feveral petitions of the faid Ifaac Ledyard, Charles Lochman, Syl- 


vefter Springer, John Elliot, Abner Pryor, the adminiftrators of the late Guf- 
tavus Henderfon, and William Haffal, it is to be obferved, as the United States 


in Congrefs aflembled, did not ftipulate to the hofpital officers of the grades of ) 


the petitioners refpectively, any half-pay for life, or commutation thereof, that 
it cannot now be granted, unlefs by virtue of an entire new law having retro- 
fpeé to the period of the late war—a meafure pregnant with unlimited evils. 


A. Harrold, M. ‘That Ann Harrold, Magaret Flour, Hannah Holbrook, Mary Ennis, Eli- 
Flour, H. Hel- pabeth Jones, Mary Kennedy, Elizabeth Garrifon, and Mary Carrol, ftate 


brook, M.Ennis, } F 7 » 6 F 
E, Jones, Mary that they are the widows (excepting Elizabeth Garrifon, who is re-married) 


F] 


a 


4 


, 


[tee st | 


of non-commiffioned officers or foldiers who were killed or who died during Kennedy,B.Gar- 
rifon & wife, M. 
Pig me gee cue : . “ Carrol, for penfi- 
The object of the petitioners 1s to obtain a penfion or fome other extra al-°"* 
lowance—-But as the United States did not during the late war, flipulate pen- 
fions to the widows of non-commiffioned officers or foldiers, the prayers of the 


petitioners cannot be granted. 


That John Weaver ftates, that on the twenty-eighth day of O&ober 1777, John Weaver 
he was employed by John Hays, quartermalter of colonel Siegfried’s battalion ; 
of militia, in the fervice of the United States, with his waggon and horfes, 
and that they were fome time after imprefled by colonel Benjamin Flower, 
commiflary of military ftores, and that his waggon with divers other articles 
was loft, for which he hath not received any compenfation. 


That Jacob Levan ftates, that in the years 1778 and 1779, he paftured and Jacob Levan, 
wintered a number of cattle under the direction of Peter Afton, afliftant com- 
miffary of purchafes in Berks county, but not having a certificate from him, 
his application to the commiffioners appointed to fettle claims of the citizens, 
was rendered abortive and of no effect. 


That Ifaac Benjamin ftates, that he and his waggon and three horfes, were I. Benjamin. 
employed in the fervice from the 16th O&ober, 1777, to the 2d day of Janu- 
ary, 1778, for which he has received no compenfation. 


That Thomas Rees ftates, that on the tenth day of Aucult 1776, he hired a Thomas Rees. 
negro man to drive a team which Mefirs. Meafe and Caldwell had purchafed 
of him for the ufe of the United States, for which negro he was to receive ten 
dollars per month ; that the faid negro was in the fervice of the United States 
till the Britith army took poffeffion of New-York, when he was taken prifoner 
—that he has never got his negro again, nor received any pay for the time he 
was in fervice. 


That Chriftian Coon, fenior ftates, that three horfes, his property, having C. Coon, fen. 
been preffed with the reft of his team into the fervice of the United States, 
died whilft in the fervice, and that no compenfation had been made to him for 
faid lofs. 


That William Thomas ftates, in behalf of himfelf and others, that in the Wm. Thomas. 
the years 1777 and 1779, they fupplied the American army with waggons, 
horfes, provifions, and fervices rendered; and not knowing any limited time 
for application for fettlement, they are precluded from the fame. 


That Robert Byers ftates, that in the year 1779 his waggon and four hor- Robert Byers, 
{es were employed in the fervice of the United States, and that while in that 
fervice the faid four horfes were drowned, for which he has received no com- 
penfation. 


That Hance Bond ftates, that early in the year 1781, he furnihed a quantity Hance Bond, 
of falt and rum, for which he obtained a receipt from the affiftant quarter- 
mafter, as the price was faid to be fixed by a fpecial act of Congrels, he con- 
ceived the account was fettled, or the value of the property determined, that 
he has been defirous ever fince the peace to obtain payment, or a fecurity 
in fome other form, that he has never been able to obtain fuch fecurities, that 
in the year 1785, a commiffioner was fent to North-Carolina, who continued 
a few months at Newbern, fettled fome accounts, and when it was expect- 
ed he would take a more central pofition he left the fate. 

The objeét of the foregoing petitions is to obtain compenfation for fupplies 
or fervices furnifhed during the war, but the claims not appearing to have 
been prefented within the time limited by the refolve of Congrefs of the 23d 
July 1787, they are thereby precluded either fettlement or allowance. 


That John Lefher ftates, that during the late war he received a commiffion John Lefher. 
empowering him to procure fuch articles of provifion as were neceflary for 


D. Hartman. 


Thos. Hunt. 


John Fox, 


Henry Bacon. 


aes Sayed 


the ufe of the troops, in purfuance whereof he fupplied the army with cattle, 
wheat, Indian corn, and a number of other articles, for which he hath. not 
received adequate compenfation. 

The claim of the petitioner is not foreclofed, having been lodged in due 
feafon—But the accounts prefented at the Auditor’s office are fo confufed, that 
hitherto all attempts to fettle them have been ineffectual. 


That Dietrick Hartman ftates,that he ferved as a private in the thirdPennfyl- 
vania regiment, for the fpace of one year,and that he was afterwards in the fer- 
vice of the United States, with a team, by order of Col. David Defhler, for 
which fervices he received but afmall part of the pay which was due to him. 

For whatever pay the petitioner can prove him(elf entitled to as a foldier, he 
willbe allowed at the treafury; but an allowance of the alledged arrears for 
the fervice of his team, is precluded by the refolve of Congrels of the 23d 


July, 1787. 


That Thomas Hunt ftates, that in the year 1781, he enlifted to ferve as a fol- 
dier in the late army of the United States, for the term of three years, and 
ferved faithfully in the 4th regiment of Maffachufetts until the 4th of January, 
1784, when he was difcharged—that during two years of the faid fervice, one 
Africa Hamlin was paymatter of the faid regiment, from whom he has never 
been able to obtain his wages for the faid term of two years, amounting to one 
hundred and fixty dollars, exclufive of intereft, nor any part thereof, and that 
the {aid Hamlin has for a long time abfconded, Jon Grune of Motia” 
tay Breed Pernt pwtfs coved ff ha Wage Morr 2 UIP 3B, 

That John Fox flates, that he ferved for a number of years during the late 
war, as a private in the fourth regiment of Matlachufetts, until the tenth day 
of July 1783, that he has received no wages for the laft fifteen months, altho’ 
he has made repeated applications therefor, that he is informed that the pay- 
mafter of faid regiment has long fince abfconded, and gone to parts to him 
unknown, and has carried off the wages which were due to him and the other 
foldiers of the regiment. 


That Henry Bacon ftates, that he ferved as a ferjeant in the army of the 
United States, from March 1778, to June oth 1783, that there was due him 
on a final fettlement, two hundred and feventy-three dollars and forty-two 
ninetieths, for which he has made repeated application by order, without fuc- 
cefs, till at length the paymafter has abfconded. 


It is the obje& of the above named petitioners, to wit, Thomas Hunt, John 
Fox, and Henry Bacon, to obtain from the public the arrears due them for 
fervices during the late war—certificates for this purpofe were depofited in the 
hands of regimental agents, in purfuance of the refolve of Congrels of the 
third day of November 1783, but which the petitioners alledge they did not 
receive by reafon of the defaults of the agents of the regiment to which they 
refpectively belonged. 

By the eftablifhment for the army, paffed the 27th May, 1778, it was directed 
“that the paymafter of a regiment be chofen by the officers of the regiment, 
out of the captains or fubalterns; the officers are to rifque their pay in his 
hands”—Every officer being interefted, the choice generally, if mot uni- 
verfally, was good; befides, every company officer was an infpeCtor of the 
conduct of the paymafter, as well on his own account, as onaccount of — 
his foldiers—few well-grounded complaints arofe, and for thofe courts-martial 
adminiftered prompt, and probably judicious remedies. 


At the end of the war it became expedient to difband the army, without 
delivering to individuals the evidences of the debts due to them for their fer- 
vices. 

Regimental agents were chofen in purfuance of a general order, by a ma- 
jority of the officers of each regiment, as in the cafes of the paymafters, and 
were therefore to be confidered as the legal reprefentatives of the commiflion- 
ed officers— But the non-commiffioned officers and privates neither voted nor 
were confulted in the faid choice, and of courfe could not equitably be made 
anfwerable for the fidelity of the faid agents. 


(rag Oe se.) 


tive lines, to be by them delivered to the individuals to whom they belong, or de- 


unfaithful to their truft, and fome of the non-commiffioned and privates have 


Hence arifes the queftion, whether the public are not obligated, by the prin- 
ciples of equity, to make good to fuch non-commiffioned officers and privates 
as have fuitered by the defaults of the faid regimental agents, the arrears to 
which they are entitled? 


from this obligation. But in order to prevent abufe it would require the 


authorized to eftablifh fuch rules in the premifes as may guard the public 
from further injury, and that the Regifter fhall iffue certificates for fuch fums , 
as fhall be afcertained to be juftly due to the petitioners, or other perfons 
fimilarly circumftanced. 


ed in the corps of artillery artificers commanded by Col. Flower, during the 
war, and remained therein until March 29th, 1782 —That at the time of his 
enliftment, being a tradefman, he was promifed twenty-four dollars bounty, 
and twenty dollars per month, with clothing and every other benefit allowed 
by Congrefs to continental artillery—that he was alfo promifed a gratuity of 
one quarter of a dollar per day—that he received only in lieu of all this a cer- 
tificate for one hundred and thirty-five dollars, about ten dollars on account 
of the bounty, and fome trifling part of the promifed gratuity, when his claim 
for bounty and pay amounted to four hundred and twenty-four dollars, ex- 
clufive of clothing, rations, &c.—That his fon Peter, at that time a minor, 
inlifted on the fame day with himfelf, in the fame corps, and on the fame terms, 
that he remained in faid corps until 22d Auguit 1781, when he entered on 
board the fhip Franklin, where by leave of major Hodgdon, he remained, and 
_ was taken prifoner, and not heard of for many years. ‘That he is entitled to 


the pay of his minor fon, but could never obtain any fettlement whatever of 
the fame— 


It appears the petitioner has been fettled with upon the general principle a- 
dopted at the time for the artificers employed in captain Wiley’s company, and 
that his account has been adjufted at the rate of eight fpeciedollars per month. 


If there are any arrears of clothing which is dubious, an allowance for the 
fame is precluded by the acts of limitation, which remained unrepealed. 


That any arrears due to his fon cannot be paid, he having been returned as a 
deferter on the tenth day of May 178%. 


neCticut line of the late army—that he was ftationed at Fort Wathington, 
where he was made a prifoner by the enemy—that a few days before his cap- 
| ture he was re-appointed a captain in one of the eight battalions raifed by that 
ftate—that he was exchanged the 18th September 1778, that as foon as he 
i arrived within the American lines, he gave notice to the fupreme executive 
of the ftate of his with, to re-enter fervice—that he immediately repaired to 
the army and gave notice to the commanding officer of the Conneéticut line 
of his fituation, and of his readinefs to take his place inthe line, that he re- 
_ mained in this fituation, without accepting of any civil appointment, or enga- 
| ging in other bufinefs until peace took place, with a conftant expectation of 
| being called into fervice, but never was called upon. 


| C 


It was directed by the before mentioned refolve of the 4d day of November, Wr 
1783, “That the paymafter-general depofitinthe hands of regimental agents the Chnathy Green ne 
certificates for the.arrears of pay due to the officers and foldiers of their refpec= av . Her7not Jone 
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greateft caution on the part of the officers of the treafury. Itis therefore fub- 4» ti! |) 
mitted with great deference, that the Comptroller of the treafury fhould b¢ Asxe Gh~ of (Seale i) 


That Nicholas Reib ftates, that on the firft day of Auguft 1780, he enlift- NicholasReib. 


That Peter Perrit, ftates that in the year 1776, he was a captain in the Con- Peter Perrit. 


Wie 
Morr dn ‘i | 


5) 


Ligh a 
oy ay 


f Hi i 
ey 
: Ze H 
mire AA may voted it 
i ; 
co vow | 
thi 
jt , U 
aA ft. rin. eee) | it] 
¢ 


ai 1 
POM 


ae . Zz Sa Ke 
It is difficult to perceive by what juft means, the public can be exonerate Aim os if 
Cftien tery? Hh | 
Depuseticm eo: 


| 


ih 


ree 


The petitioner has been fettled with conformably to the aét of the 24th No. 
vember 1778, the 22d May 1779, the 26th May 1781,and the 11th day of Fe 
bruary. 1784. The laft was adpecial ain his favour and. feems 
hend all that the petitioner is entitled to upon general principles, 


A. Whipple. . That Abraham Whipple particularly fets forth his fervices and fufferings, 
in a narrative thereof, from the year 1775, and that having exhaufted the 
means of fupporting himfelf, he was reduced to the neceffity of mortgaging his 
farm—this farm has been fince fold, and his wife and children deftitute of © 
home that he can call his own: this calamity he {tates to have arifen from two 
caufes —1it. From difburfing large fums in l'rance and Charlefton, for the fer- 
vice of the United States—Vhat in France he expended to the amount of three 
hundred guineas ; a large part of that fum was appropriated to the pay of the 
company of marines ; the other part for fea-{tores to accommodate fome paf- 
fengers feat on board by the commiffioners to take paflage for America, for 
which he has never been recompenfed—And andly, his having ferved from 
June 15, 1775, to December, 1782, without having received a farthing of 
wages or fubfiftence fince De@ember, 1776—his advances in France and 
,Charlefton amounted to near feven thoufand dollars in fpecie, exclufive of inte- 
reft—that in June, 1786, he wrote to Congrefs, requefting a fettlement, which 
they directed, and there was found due him eight thoufand three hundred and 
feventy dollars, which he received in final fettlements, and from neceflity for 
the fupport of his family, he has has fince difpofed of them at the rate of two 
fhillings and fix pence in the pound. 


It will appear by the view of the account of the memorialift, from the Au- 
ditor’s office, herewith fubmitted, that his claims have been adjufted in the 
ufual manner, and that any further proceedings of Congrefs mult arife from 
their liberality, and fenfe of the petitioner’s fervices, and of his deprefied, cir- 
cumitances. 


Sam. Chefter © That Samuel Chefter appears to have been an officer of the Maryland mili- 
+ tia, who during the late war was very fuccefsfully employed in the recruitin 
fervice, having, as.is alledged, inlifted the number of one thoufand five 
hundred recruits-~He ftates that he is now advanced in years, and afflicted 
with difeafe, and therefore, and for his fervices aforelaid, requelts fome fup-~. 
port from the United States. 


From the great number of teftimonials accompanying this petition, it cannot 
be doubted that the petitioner was eminently ufeful in the recruiting fervice, 
and in training the militia ; but as it is probable that he was paid for his fer- 
vices at the time, and as it does not appear that he is comprehended in any of 
the claffes of either officers or foldiers, to whom the United States {tipulated. 
rewards, itis difficult to conceive any extra mode of reward at this period of 
time, which would not, as a precedent, involve great public injury. 
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That Adrien Provaux ftates, that he was fent to the Weft Indies in 1776, 
by governor Rutledge, on bufinefs of the ftate of South Carolina, having 
leave of abfence from his commanding officer, that, whilft in French Hifpani- 
ola, he employed himfelf in raifing and inlifting recruits for the American 
fervice, and inlifted forty men for that purpofe, ten of whom were immedi- 
ately fent to Charlefton, where they arrived fafe, that he himfelf fhortly after 
embarked on board a brigantine of 14 guns, commanded by captain John- 
{fton, who agreed to take him and the other thirty recruits, and charge 
nothing for their paflagg, provided he would equip the mento ferve as ma- 
rines, which he did at his own expence, that he and the faid thirty recruits 
were captured by the Britifh floop of war Greyhound, and carried into Jamaica, 

where he was treated.with great rigor and inhumanity, till he found an op- 
portunity to efcape to St. Domingo—that on his arrival in Charlefton in the 
year 1778, he made a demand on governor Rutledge, for the amount of the 
fupplies furnifhed to the faid recruits, but was refufed on account of its being 
unauthorized. 
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Any compenfation for the expences the petitioner alledges to have paid 
for the public lervice in 1777, is precluded by the a&s of limitation, unlefs 
his abience, which he fuggetts, fhould be confidered as an equitable exception 
° . & A 
in his favour. . 

It appears however by the evidence accompanying the petition, that appli- 
cation was made in the year 1778, to the governor of South Carolina for a 
reimburfement of the aid expences, but it was refufed for the reafon that the 
petitioner had acted without authority. If at that time when all the circum- 
ftances were fully known, the refufal was juft, it cannot be lefs fo at this 


period when time and circumftances have materially obfcured the tranfaction. | 


For if the petitioner without any fort of authority could inlift in a foreign 
country forty foldiers, arm, clothe, and feed them, by the fame impulfe he 
might have railed complete regiments, and in cafe of capture, or refufal of 
employment on their arrival, have claimed compenfation for the expences 


»~ which he had incurred in purfuit of his plan—The claim therefore appears of 


too irregular and dangerous a nature to be admitted, were all aéts of limitation 
out of the queftion. sl 


All which is humbly fubmitted to the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 


H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
War DEPARTMENT, 
February 8, 1793. 
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